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Questions for Melanie Sensei
Please introduce yourself.

Hello! My name is Melanie, and I am your new ALT! My hometown is in Texas, in the United States of America.
I grew up there with my mom, dad, older sister, and little brother. In high school I was in many many clubs such as
marching band, jazz band, lacrosse, theater, boxing, art, health sciences, and so on. Sometimes I went home at 10pm! I
went to the University of Texas and studied biochemistry. In my 1% year I started working in a research lab doing
organic chemistry. We studied the Sigma 1 and 2 receptors in the brain that are thought to be linked to Alzheimer ’ s.
Now I’ m living in Hikone. I like cooking together with my friends, or visiting a new place to see something beautiful.
I really like to see the sunset over Lake Biwa. I hope you will come and talk to me if you have time! I am at Zeze on
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday every week. Nice to meet you!

Why did you decide to work as an ALT in Japan?

Actually in university I studied to do medical research, but in my part time job I found out I really liked teaching!
Then, I had an opportunity with my club from college to teach in Tokyo. My job in Tokyo was not an ALT, but
working with the club. When the contract ended, I decided I wanted to stay in Japan. But because of Coronavirus, if I
returned to America I could not come back to Japan. I needed to find a job very quickly! So I applied to be an ALT
because I could start teaching right away. So, I decided to be an ALT because I really like teaching.

What is the biggest difference between Japanese schools (culture) and American schools (culture)?

I think in American schools, high school is not so hard. We don ’ t have cram schools, because you don ’ t need to
study a lot until you go to university. In Japan, students study so much more! Also, in America students change
classrooms for each subject, and the teacher stays. There are always different people in your class for each subject. That
is very different!

What was the toughest thing in your life?

There are a lot of tough things about life, but my toughest thing is I often have depression. My 3™ year of college
was the most depressed time in my life, so I’ m really thankful for my friends who always talked with me and also
helped me go and talk with a therapist. That year was the toughest thing I have done.

Did you get surprised about anything since you started living in Japan? If any, what was it?

There were so many surprising things when I first came to Japan! I had never ridden on a train before, and I didn ’
t use escalators often, so I was not very good at getting on or off of them. My hometown in Texas is small, so I was
surprised by many city things!

Do you like snakes?

I think snakes are so cool! But, maybe I would be scared if I met one in the wild. Texas has many dangerous wild
snakes.

Which place in Japan do you want to visit after the COVID19 pandemic settles?

After the pandemic, I hope I can go to Kyushu and visit my friend there. I have never been to the south of Japan!
I also want to go back to Tokyo and see my old friends.

Do you have any songs you want us to listen to?

Please try listening to the English version of “ Paprika” by Foorin team E!
It is so cute. If you want to hear American country music, you should listen to
the song “ Wildfire ” by John Mayer. What Japanese song should I listen to?
What Japanese anime do you like?

My favorite Japanese anime is “ Inuyasha ”, because I used to watch it with
my cousin when I was young. So now I’ m excited to watch the second season
of “ Yashahime ” soon!

What is your favorite kanji and why?
My favorite kanjl is 4> because it ~ s the first kanji I learned to write, \ ,
S

but I also like /& !
Shall we dance? Let s dance!



